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Chamber Chronicles 
Monthly Newsletter 

August 2010 
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      The Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce & Visitor’s Center 
is committed to promoting and advancing the industrial, com-
mercial, civic, and general business  interests on Lake Gaston 
and its surrounding  States, Counties and Municipalities for the 
benefit of our  members and our community. 

Chamber News 
 
The Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce is very proud to announce the presen-
tation of our 2010 Scholarship awards to the two recipients.  One scholarship 
went to Lyndsey Campbell of Roanoke Rapids, NC.  Lyndsey is the daughter of 
Susan Wilhelm of Halifax County CVB.  Chamber President Brady Martin and 
Executive Director Almira Papierniak presented Lyndsey with her $500.00 
scholarship at the July Chamber of Commerce member lunch at WatersView 
Restaurant.   The other $500.00 scholarship was presented to Maggie Cookson, 
daughter of Michael Cookson from Tanglewood Shores Golf Club, at the August 
lunch.  Congratulations to both of our recipients.  We look forward to hearing 
more from you in the future! 
 
We now have our members listed on the kiosk by “Main Categories”, a map of 
the area, upcoming events, old pictures of Lake Gaston, articles from the Lake 
Gaston Gazette-Observer and the Daily Herald’s Lake Magazine, and of course 
the member ads.  We are looking to make more updates in the near fu-
ture.  Check it out when you get a chance!  It is a beautiful addition to our com-
munity. 
 
We had some big events during the past three weeks.  First, the annual Golf 
Tournament was held Wednesday, August 11 at the Lake Gaston Golf Club.   
On Saturday, August 14 was the Crossing, co-sponsored by the Chamber and 
O’Sail.   On Thursday, August 26 we held our big fundraising Business After 
Hours and show at Lakeland Theatre.  All three events were great successes, 
and we want to thank everyone involved for helping us make them happen.   
 
Claudia Davis (Virtually Yours at the Lake) and I have been working at updating 
our website to make it more user friendly.  We should have things together in 
the next month or so, and I will let you know once we make the final changes.  It 
will mean a different look for everyone’s listing, but much easier to find busi-
nesses by category and alphabetically. This year’s Golf Sponsors are now 
listed, along with other current event information.  Our website is ranking very 
high in the search engines—usually number 1-3, and we had 5,280 visitors dur-
ing the month of July.  This is the largest number we have ever recorded, so 
people are looking! 
 
Stay tuned for more special Chamber events, including a Business After Hours 
at Tanglewood Shores on Thursday September 23 and the next member lunch 
on Tuesday, September 28.  Also coming up is a Business After Hours at Hilton 
Garden Inn in October, the Annual Banquet in November and a Business After 
Hours at Rosemont Vineyards in December. 
 

Scholarship winner Lyndsey Campbell 

Stop by and take a look at the Kiosk! 

Scholarship winner Maggie Cookson 



UPCOMING  CHAMBER EVENTS—Save the Dates! 
     
 September 23—Business After Hours at Tanglewood Shores Golf Club 
 September 28—Member lunch.  Speaker Dave Mokry from The Club 
 October 13—Business After Hours at Hilton Garden Inn 
 October 26—Member lunch.  Speaker Sandra Tanner from VA Tourism  
   

UPCOMING MEMBER EVENTS 
   
Lakeland Theatre:   Ambassadors Showcase.   Septem-
ber 11-12.  Once Upon a Mattress October  
8,9,14,15,17,22,23,24  For tickets or information c all 
252-586-3124 or 877-330-0574. 

O’Sail:  Fall for the Arts.  October 23 
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MEMBER LUNCHES 
 
The speaker for the July lunch was Noel Stallard, exer-
cise physiologist from Community Memorial Healthcenter.  
Noel did a slide show presentation on simple ways to 
change your lifestyle and create a healthier body and the 
benefits that result.  Did you know that if you cut out one 
soda a day you can lose 52 pounds in a year?  For more 
information check out the Exercise Physiology program at 
Community Memorial Healthcenter.  They offer many dif-
ferent classes to suit individual needs and interests. 
 
Our August speaker was Shannon Smiley from the John 
3:16 Center.  Shannon did a wonderful slide show about 
the center and all the services they perform for the com-
munity. 
 
Thank you to Watersview Restaurant for hosting these 
lunches and serving up some great food for everyone! 
 
Please plan to join us for an interesting and informative 
meeting the fourth Tuesday of every month.  Don’t forget 
to RSVP to the Chamber so we can plan on how many to 
serve.   Call 252-586-5711 or email lgcc@earthlink.net.  
The cost if $10 per person.  

Lakeland Theatre Fundraiser 
 

The Chamber held a special fundraiser at Lakeland 
Theatre last Thursday, a Business After Hours fol-
lowed by a performance of “Lost in the 50”s.”   
 
Nancy Grueneich, Board member for Lakeland, was in 
charge of the catering.  She did a fantastic job prepar-
ing for a crowd of almost 200 chamber members and 
guests.  The food was great and the desserts were 
fantastic—homemade cookies, cupcakes and brown-
ies. 
 
Everyone was thrilled with the performance of “Lost in 
the 50’s”, which included a variety of songs from that 
decade.  We took a trip down memory lane with many 
songs and sang and danced right along with the cast 
for some of them.   Wally Hurst from Lakeland Theatre 
presented the Chamber with a check for $924.00 dur-
ing Intermission which will go toward our building fund.  
Thank you to everyone involved, especially our mem-
bers who contributed and Lakeland for hosting this 
special event.   
 
Thank you to our sponsors:  Platinum—
LakeGaston.com & RCS Construction.  Gold—CCB, 
Lake Gaston Pit Stop & South Shore Realty.  Spon-
sors—RE/MAX on the Lake & Wildwood Medical 
Clinic.  We couldn’t do these events without you! 
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Golf Tournament 
 

In spite of the heat the annual Golf Tournament  hosted 
by the Lake Gaston Golf Club turned out to be lots of fun 
for everyone, with cash prizes for the top teams in three 
flights and great food by our caterers.  Pea Hill Creek 
Country Restaurant did a box lunch and Catering 2 U 
served up prime rib for dinner.   
 
The winners were as follows: 
 
Longest Drive  Men—Chris Daltorio 
  Women—Brenda Stembridge 
 
Closest to Pin Men—Keith Hamm 
  Women—Barb Pucci 
 
Longest Putt Men—Keith Hamm 
  Women—Joyce Lindenmuth 
 
First Flight First place—Quality Trusses 
  Second place—Lake Gaston Golf Club 
  Third place—William Overton’s team 
 
Second Flight First place—Lady Di’s Essentials 
  Second place—Robert Clairmont 
  Third place—LGA 
 
Championship Flight 
  First place—Eaton’s Crossing 
  Second place—Dickens Plumbing 
  Third place—Halifax EMC 
 
Special thanks to Robert Clairmont’s team and Halifax 
EMC and to Chamber President Brady Martin who do-
nated their winnings back to the Chamber!   

OUR SPONSORS 
A-C Electric Company, Inc. 

Ace Hardware of Lake Gaston 
AirBoss Heating and Cooling, Inc. 

Amsoil Direct Jobber/American Synthetics 
Benchmark Community Bank 

BIT - Buggs Island Telephone Co-Operative 
Catering 2 U 

Commonwealth Exterminators 
Corey’s Lawn Service 

Crowder-Hite-Crews Funeral Home & Crematory 
Dominion Generation 

Drink Out Loud 
Halifax Electric Membership Corp. 
Hampton Inn – Roanoke Rapids 

Hardee’s Marine Services 
High and Associates 
Lady Di’s Essentials 

Lake Gaston Association 
Lake Gaston Awning 
Lake Gaston Marine 

Lake Gaston Resort/The Club 
Lake Gaston Signs & Graphics Co., Inc. 

Lake Stuff Gifts N’ More at Dockside 
Martin Exterminating 

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative 
MJ Price Construction 
Northstar Industries 

O’Sail 
Parker Oil Co., Inc. 

Pot of Gold 
REMAC Asphalt Maintenance, Inc. 

River Ridge Auto Center 
Roanoke Porta Johns 

Robert Clairmont Jr., Fedstar, LLC 
Rosemont Vineyards 

Sandy Trace Townhomes 
Scott McCullough, Builder, Inc. & Lakeview Log Homes 

Shipley Builders, Inc. 
Ultimate Boat Lifts 

Virginia-Carolina Appraisal Co., Inc. 
Vulcan Materials Company 

Watersview Restaurant 

OUR PLATINUM SPONSORS 
FIRST MEDIA 

LAKEGASTON.COM 
RCS CONSTRUCTION 

 
              Our Gold Sponsors  

CCB (Citizens Community Bank) 
Lake Gaston Pit Stop 

Lorene Building Supply 
South Shore Realty 
Warren County EDC 

Winslow Turf 
 

Our Hole in One Sponsor  
CCB (Citizens Community Bank) 

Having the most fun 
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2010 Board of Directors  
 

Brady Martin, President 
Crystal Cantrell, Past President 
Rodney Elmore, Past President 

Dan Preston, Vice President 
Della Batts, Secretary 

Becky Newton, Treasurer 
Steve High 

Ann Charles Horne 
Doug Hughes 

Mary Lou Kellogg 
Marcia Kerr 

Dick Roadcap 
Dora Smith 

 

Almira Papierniak - Executive Director 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
HOURS OF OPERATION  

 

Open Tuesday through Saturday  from 
10:00 until 4:00. 

 
CLOSED SUNDAY AND MONDAY 
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The Coolest  

The Best 
Dressed 


