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      The Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce & Visitor’s Center 
is committed to promoting and advancing the industrial, com-
mercial, civic, and general business  interests on Lake Gaston 
and its surrounding  States, Counties and Municipalities for the 
benefit of our  members and our community. 

Chamber News 
 
The Lake Gaston Chamber’s sixteenth annual Battle of the Barbecue was a 
huge success.  The weather was perfect, the music was great, the cookers were 
fantastic, and the food was absolutely mouthwatering.  We want to thank every-
one who contributed to making this such a great event – our cookers, our 
judges, our volunteers, our members, our Board of Directors, our sponsors, and 
most of all – everyone who came out to have some barbecue!  Proceeds from 
this event go to support our Chamber programs and services, especially the 
Building fund. 
 
The “Battle” as usual was heated, but the scores were close.  The Chamber Bat-
tle of the Barbecue always draws some of the best Barbecue cookers around 
and they surpassed themselves this year.  The judges made their rounds, exam-
ining and tasting all 18 pigs (I don’t think they had room for a barbecue plate 
when they were done.)  See page three for a complete list of the winning teams, 
and check out the Chamber website at www.lakegastonchamber.com for more 
pictures and information. 
 
A special congratulations to our top barbecue winners, who also placed in the 
top four at the North Carolina State Championship Barbecue held in Raleigh.  
First place went to Joe Peterson-Down Home Cookers, second place to Leslie 
Deaton-The Carolina Cooker, third place to David Burke-The King Cooker, and 
fourth place to Charles Chestnut—Three Little Pigs. 
 
A new event we held this year was “Meet the cookers” on Friday night.  Food, 
drink and music provided the background for members and sponsors to visit with 
the cookers and each other before the Battle began.  Children played football, 
members did some line dancing to the music, and we all had an opportunity to 
sample smoked chicken (absolutely fantastic) by our only cooker using wood as 
opposed to gas.  Everyone had a wonderful time and we hope to continue the 
tradition in upcoming years. 
 
The new 2008 Membership Directory has been mailed to all the Chamber mem-
bers, and additional copies will be inserted in next week’s issue of  the Lake 
Gaston Gazette.  We have lots of additional directories here at the office, so if 
you need any extras just let us know.  We have a few stands that we would be 
glad to place in your office to display our directories and promote our members.  
Many thanks to C-line graphics for a great job in printing our directory this year!  



UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS—Save the Dates! 
  
 June 24—Monthly Member lunch 
 July 17—Business After Hours at RE/MAX Lakeside Properties in Bracey 6:00-8:00 pm 
 July 15—Inserts due for July newsletter 
 August 9—The Crossing 
 August 13—FIFTH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT!  
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UPCOMING MEMBER EVENTS 
   
June 23– Sip and See Artists—For more information yo u may call 
252-532-2571 or visit the website at www.halifaxart s.com. 

June 21—Build It Seminar—Lakeview Plaza.  Call 252-58 6-6597. 

Lakeland Theatre:  June 28—The Lakeland Singers.  Ju ly 24, 25, 
26, 27, August 1, 2, 3—Beauty and the Beast.   For t ickets or infor-
mation call 252-586-3124 or 877-330-0574. 
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The June member lunch will be held on 
Tuesday, June 24 at 12:00 noon at Liz-
ard Creek Dining.  The cost to members 
and guest is $10.00. 
 
Following the lunch there will be a brief 
meeting for Chamber Ambassadors, so 
please make every effort to attend. 
 
RSVP to the Chamber office at 252-586-
5711 or email us at lgcc@earthlink.net. 

Ribbon Cutting at Lizard Creek Dining 
 
Lizard Creek Dining at the Lakehouse held the 
Grand Opening of its new outdoor deck and raw bar 
on May 19.  They will be featuring an expanded 
menu with more fresh seafood and an oyster bar in 
a very comfortable shady deck area.  They have 
also extended their hours for the summer and are 
serving lunch and dinner every day except Tuesday 
from 12:00-9:00. 
 
Owners Brian Papierniak and Jack Vanlandingham 
are pictured here with members of the Chamber and 
local dignitaries. 

Winners of the 2008 Battle of the Barbecue 
 
Culinary: 
 
1st Place – Leslie Deaton – Carolina Cookers 
2nd Place – Joe Peterson – Down Home Cookers 
3rd Place – Earl Fowler – Minute Men Cookers 
4th Place – David Burke – King Cooker 

Showmanship: 
 
1st Place – Steve Ivey - Nothin Butt Fun Cook Team 
2nd Place – Earl Fowler – Minute Men Cookers 
 



Sherwood Forest Campground, located at 110 
Nottingham Circle in Henrico, is a family owned 
and operated campground.  It offers yearly rentals 
only and is a family oriented and friendly atmos-
phere with a beach front on the lake.  For more 
information contact Sarah Baltz at 252-537-2526 
or 252-537-0932 or email her at sfclakegas-
ton@yahoo.com. 

WELCOME ABOARD NEW MEMBERS! 
 

Business After Hours at Rainbow Realty 
 

Our June Business After Hours was hosted by Rainbow Realty and catered by Wa-
tersview Restaurant.   We had a great crowd, and everyone got the opportunity to 
check out the new downstairs addition to Watersview and the “Pot of Gold”, Rainbow 
Realty’s new gift shop and rental department.    
 
Thank you to everyone who made this such a special event.  First and foremost 
thanks to Rainbow Realty for organizing the whole thing.  Thank you to Watersview 
Restaurant for their great food.  Thank you to everyone who donated door prizes in-
cluding Pot of Gold, Lake Gaston Awning, Commonwealth Exterminators and Lake-
land Theatre.  Last, but definitely not least, thank you to our sponsors for this event: 
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Fulton Mortgage Company is located at 501 Independ-
ence Parkway in Chesapeake, VA.  They offer a variety of 
convention and government mortgage products, one time 
close construction to permanent close with one set of costs 
and free nine month lock-in.  They also do lot loans and 
manufactured homes. 
 
For more information call Steve Ellis at 800-497-2022 or 
email him at sellis@fultonmortgagecompany.com. 

Scholarships 
 

The Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce presented its 
first scholarship for $500.00 to Samantha Allgood from 
Park View High School in South Hill.  Executive Director 
Almira Papierniak attended the awards ceremony to pre-
sent the scholarship to this very deserving young lady.  
We wish her the very best in the future and hope that the 
Chamber’s assistance will help her attain her goal of be-
coming a nurse. 
 
Our second $500.00scholarship has been awarded to Eric-
Singleton, who attended Brunswick High School.  Eric 
has been very active in his community and plans to major 
in Business Administration with a concentration in Ac-
counting or Management.   
 
Congratulations to our very first scholarship winners! 

Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriot in South Hill opened on December 
21, 2007 as the newest hotel in the Lake Gaston area.  Fairfield is a non-
smoking hotel and offers free breakfast featuring fresh, made to order 
Belgian waffles and Jimmy Dean bacon egg and cheese breakfast sand-
wiches.  The hotel is equipped with free wired and wireless high speed 
Internet access and offers guests complimentary use of a business library 
with a computer workstation and printer.  They feature a heated indoor 
pool and whirlpool, and the fitness center is open 24 hours a day.  Ask 
about their nicely appointed suites that include a sitting area with a second 
television, stereo system, microwave and refrigerator.  Conveniently lo-
cated near Lake Gaston and South Hill, Fairfield Inn and Suites South 
Hill looks forward to providing you with the exceptional service you de-
serve and expect at an affordable price.  Visit their website, 
www.FairfieldInnSouthHill.com to view the photo gallery and take ad-
vantage of their best rate guarantee. 



CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
HOURS OF OPERATION  

 

Open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10:00 until 4:00. 
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2008 Board of Directors 
 

Crystal Dunn Cantrell - President 
Brady Martin - Vice President 

Della Batts - Secretary 
Becky Newton - Treasurer 

Rodney Elmore - Past President 
Gary Bardwell 
Claudia Davis 

Ann Charles Horne 
Doug Hughes 
Marcia Kerr 

Carolyn Merkel 
Dan Preston 

Wendy Smith 
 

Almira Papierniak - Executive Director 
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